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Welcome. Now that the parties have introduced themselves, I want to tell you

what you can expect during your jury service.

This is a criminal case. The Defendant, Friar Lawrence is charged with the

offense of violating the Marriage of Minors Act.

The prosecution must prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

 

You are the sole judges of the facts and the credibility of the witnesses.

When judging credibility, use your life experience. Consider:

 How does the witness look when they testify? What is their body language?

 Does the witness have good eyesight,hearing, memory and vantage point?

 Is the testimony consistent with other parts of his/her testimony or the

testimony of other witnesses? 

 Does the witness have a relationship with people in this trial?

Does the witness have something to gain or lose in this trial that could

influence their testimony?

It is important to keep your mind open as you consider this case. Put aside any

bias, prejudice or preference you may have.

Please listen carefully to everything that is presented to you during this trial.

You will be provided with all the information you need to decide this case in

this courtroom.  

Sincerely, www.cunninghamandcurtis.com
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Thank you for your attention during this trial. I will now instruct you
on the law that you will apply in this matter.

The Prosecution must prove this case beyond a reasonable doubt for
Friar Lawrence to be guilty of the crime of violating the Marriage of
Minors Act.  

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is the type of proof that you would
give to the most important of your decisions. It is information of
excellent quality that you would rely upon.

In making your decision you should consider all the evidence
including all the justifications raised by the defense. 

In this case the Prosecution must prove that Friar Lawrence married
Juillet without her father, Lord Capulete’s consent.  If you find that the
defendant preformed the marriage without Lord Capulet’s consent,
the next matter you must then consider is whether Friar Lawrence
properly determined that Julliet should be emancipated and that the
emancipation was in Julliet’s best interest. If you find that Friar
Lawrence properly emancipated Julliet and the emancipation was in
her best interest, then Friar Lawrence should be found not guilty.  

In making your determination, you should consider all the definitions
and factors that are set forth in the statute, as well as the testimony
of all the witnesses. You are the sole judge of the facts and credibility
of the witnesses. Make your decision with intelligence and without
prejudice or bias.


